212                THE BULL RAMPANT
Coming to matters more public, and upon which his
evidence is more acceptable, he writes on the 2oth
that some servants of the Prince's have been arrested,
and that, upon being put to the question, they con-
fessed to the Prince's intent to kill the Duke of Valen-
tinois, adding that a servant of the Duke's was impli-
cated. On the 23d Capello circumstantially confirms
this matter of Alfonso's attempt upon Cesare's life,
and states that this has been confessed by the master
of Alfonso's household, "the brother of his mother,
Madonna Drusa."
That is the sum of Capello's reports to the Senate,
as recorded by Sanuto, The rest, the full, lurid,
richly-coloured, sensational story, is contained in his
"Relation" of September 2oth. He prefaces the nar-
rative by informing the Senate that the Pope is on
very bad terms with Naples, and proceeds to relate
the case of Alfonso of Aragon as follows:
He was wounded at the third hour of night near the pal-
ace of the Duke of Valen tinois, his brother-in-law, and the
Prince ran to the Pope, saying that he had been wounded
and that he knew by whom; and his wife Lucrezia, the
Pope's daughter, who was in the room, fell into anguish.
He was ill for thirty-three days, and his wife and sister, who
is the wife of the Prince of Squillace, another son of the
Pope's, were with him and cooked for him in a saucepan for
fear of his being poisoned, as the Duke of Valentinois so
hated him. And the Pope had him guarded by sixteen men
for fear that the Duke should kill him. And when the Pope
went to visit him, Valentinois did not accompany him, save
on one occasion, when he said that what had not been done
at breakfast might be done at supper.... On August iyth
he [Valentinois] entered the room where the Prince was al-